
TetraCon 
Goes Virtual… 
and Coast to Coast.
ORIGINALLY, the plan was for this year’s 
TetraCon to be held in Halifax. As the 
COVID-19 pandemic took shape, however, 
this plan needed to change. The decision 
was made to move TetraCon online and 
we gathered virtually on September 19th, 
bringing representatives from nearly 
every chapter from across the country to 
discuss all things Tetra.

Divided into three streams,  
50 people from around Canada gathered 
for a five-hour series of workshops on 
topics such as the importance of Tetra 
University Clubs, Chapter Development 
strategies and, for those new to Tetra, an 
introduction of what Tetra is all about. 
The day was a big success, leading to 
more project requests being submitted, 

more projects being completed, and 
volunteers connecting with one another 
through the volunteer forum.

We’re certainly hoping that we’ll be able to 
gather together in person for next year’s 
TetraCon but are already looking at ways 
to ensure that people who cannot get to 
the event will be able to stay engaged and 
involved with the day by connecting with 
TetraCon online.

Thanks to all those who 
attended and helped 
make this years TetraCon 
a success!
If you missed it, you can  
get caught up by visiting

                               www.tetrasociety.org/tetracon/

TetraCon  
participants 
attend a talk on 
how universities 
work with Tetra to 
provide university 
students with real-
world design and 
engineering projects.
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COORDINATOR SPOTLIGHT

Regina, SK

STARTING WITH TETRA as a community 
connector, Terri used her network of 
contacts to create awareness about Tetra, 
letting people know of the customized 
devices they could receive through Tetra.

Moving from her community connector 
role, Terri became the Coordinator of the 
Regina chapter and has served in that 
capacity for over 15 years.

Always soft-spoken and pleasant on the 
phone or online, Terri is also filled with a 
passion to help people with disabilities 
overcome physical barriers in their lives.

“JFK once said, “If not us, who? 
If not now, when?”… Terri is the 
who, and the when for her, 
is right now. 

Her personal drive to advocate for the 
disability community is a passion that 
I most people can only dream of. It is 
a true blessing to have such a selfless 
and inspiring person on the Tetra 
team. Thank you Terri,” says regional 
coordinator Nichole Yamchuk. Everyone 
at Tetra is so grateful for Terri’s many 
years of support and are looking forward 
to seeing what’s ahead as the Regina 
chapter continue to grow.

Having been with Tetra 
since 2003, Terri Sleeva 
is one of Tetra’s longest 
serving Coordinators.  

UBC Students Working with Tetra on 
COVID-19 Projects

Moving from her community connector 
role, Terri became the Coordinator of 
the Regina chapter and has served in 
that capacity for over 15 years. Always 
soft-spoken and pleasant on the phone 
or online, Terri is also filled with a 
passion to help people with disabilities 
overcome physical barriers in their lives.

Over the years, Terri has maintained a 
loyal volunteer base, leading her crew 
of volunteers to make customized 
devices like bike trailers, adapted phone 
dialers, and work on things that make 
somebody’s day to day living easier.

Terri is never shy to promote Tetra at the 
many community events she attends, 
organizing events like summer hot dog 
sales where the proceeds go towards 
the creation of Tetra devices for Regina 
residents.

AS IN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, 
we’ve all heard about what we can do 
to protect ourselves from the virus. For 
many people with disabilities, though, 
following recommended guidelines can be 
a challenge. 

For people with limited hand function, 
putting on a mask and handwashing are 
not simple procedures. Tetra is excited 
to, once again, be partnering with UBC 
students who are completing their 
Capstone projects by coming up with 
solutions to these barriers. Ultimately, 
the students are looking to give someone 
with the use of only one hand the ability to 
independently put on and take off a PPE 
mask and access hand sanitizing stations.

 

The students are seeking 
feedback from Tetra clients 
across Canada and are working 
towards having working 
prototypes in place by the end of 
April, 2021. 

If you would like to 
contribute to their 
research, complete their 
project survey at: 

https://bit.ly/3oOLZVG

TERRI 
SLEEVA Terri Sleeva has been 

with Tetra in different 
roles since 2003 
and is currently the 
chapter coordinator 
for Tetra’s Regina 
chapter.

Ahmad Manzoor, David 
Stewart, Faheem Saeed, 

and Sachin Choudhury are 
UBC students looking at 
ways to address barriers 
that prevent people with 

disabilities from following 
health guidelines to protect 

against the spread of 
COVID-19.
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Over the years our amazing Tetra volunteers have created thousands of assistive devices and gadgets that have helped with overcoming barriers in physical 
or environmental spaces. Now you can search for a device that meets your needs. Check out TetraBase here: https://tetrasociety.org/solutions/

netClé  
Reaches  
New  
Milestone!
SINCE BEING INTRODUCED EARLIER 
THIS YEAR, netClé, a programmable hub 
that connects users to their computers 
with a wide range of customizable 
peripherals that serve as alternatives 
to standard inputs like a keyboard and 
mouse, has supported over 100 individuals 
looking to engage with the digital world.

We are excited to announce the launch 
of the netClé Generation 2! Based on 
feedback from users of the original netClé 
device, changes have been made towards 
a sturdier and more compact design. This 
new version of netClé also introduces a 
robust and dependable USB-B connector 
to make connecting with the digital world 
even easier.

In an effort to make the internet accessible 
to all during these isolating times, we 
are continuing to distribute netClé at no 
cost. Assessments and installations are 
done remotely with in house Technicians 
and Occupational Therapists, to keep 
clients and staff safe and healthy as we 
do our part to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

netClé continues to look for people who can help 
test this new version of the device.  
If you or someone you know can help, sign up at:

Jim Stone  
Recognized by  
Volunteer Central
IN OUR LAST ISSUE OF GIZMO,  
we profiled Alberta volunteer Jim Stone. 
It seems we aren’t the only ones awed by 
Jim’s contributions to Tetra, which now 
includes hosting a “Mentoring Session” 
for new and/or young Tetra volunteers. 
In October, after being nominated by 
Regional Coordinator Nichole Yamchuk, 
Jim was recognized by Volunteer Central 
as their Volunteer of the month. To read 
their profile of Jim, visit:  

https://bit.ly/3mdyzS8

www.tetrasociety.org/netcle

OVER THE YEARS  
our amazing Tetra 
volunteers have created 
thousands of assistive 
devices and gadgets 
that have helped with 
overcoming barriers in 
physical or environmental 
spaces. Now you can 
search for a device that 
meets your needs.  

Check out TetraBase here:  
https://tetrasociety.org/
solutions/
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Fraser Valley, BC
Eric Molendyk
eric@tetrasociety.org

Armstrong, BC
Eric Molendyk
info@tetrasociety.org

Cranbrook/ East Kootenay, BC
Contact head office
eric@tetrasociety.org

Creston, BC
Andre Hebert
CrestonBC@Tetrasociety.org 

Fort St. John, BC 
Eric Molendyk
eric@tetrasociety.org

Kamloops, BC
Eric Molendyk
eric@tetrasociety.org

Kelowna, BC
Cathy Grover
KelownaBC@Tetrasociety.org

Nanaimo, BC
Contact head office
info@tetrasociety.org

Prince George, BC
Nadine Lindstrom
PrinceGeorgeBC@Tetrasociety.org 

Salt Spring Island, BC
Derek Emmerson
SaltSpringBC@Tetrasociety.org

Surrey/Langley/Delta
Eric Molendyk 
eric@tetrasociety.org 

Trail/Castlegar, BC
Eric Molendyk
eric@tetrasociety.org

Vancouver, BC
Eric Molendyk
eric@tetrasociety.org

Vernon, BC
Randy Schellenberg
VernonBC@Tetrasociety.org

Victoria, BC
Eric Molendyk
eric@tetrasociety.org

Calgary, AB
Tom Parks
tetracalg@yahoo.com

Edmonton, AB
Nichole Yamchuk 
Nyamchuk@tetrasociety.org

Lethbridge, AB
Nichole Yamchuk 
Nyamchuk@tetrasociety.org

Medicine Hat, AB
Nichole Yamchuk  
Nyamchuk@tetrasociety.org

Red Deer, AB
Nichole Yamchuk 
Nyamchuk@tetrasociety.orgs

Regina, SK
Terri Sleeva
ReginaSK@Tetrasociety.org

Saskatoon, SK
Jean Price  
Saskatoonsk@tetrasociety.org

Winnipeg, MB
Crystal Leochko Johnston
WinnipegMB@Tetrasociety.org

Guelph, ON
Nicola Billings 
GuelphON@Tetrasociety.org 

Hamilton-Halton, ON
Nancy Thieme
HamiltonHaltonON@Tetrasociety.org

Kingston, ON
Nicole Cromwell
KingstonON@Tetrasociety.org 

London, ON
Hui Violet Tan
LondonON@Tetrasociety.org

Ottawa, ON
Zahra Mohammad  
OttawaON@Tetrasociety.org

Peel Region, ON
Scott Capper
PeelRegionON@Tetrasociety.org

Metro Toronto, ON
Wayne Smith
MetroTorontoON@Tetrasociety.org

York Region, ON
Sylvia Baliko
SBaliko@Tetrasociety.org

Trenton, ON
Sylvia Baliko
SBaliko@Tetrasociety.org

Windsor, ON
David Harshaw
WindsorON@Tetrasociety.org

Montréal, QC
Sylvia Baliko
SBaliko@Tetrasociety.org

Fredericton, NB
Sandi Ware
FrederictonNB@Tetrasociety.org  

Halifax, NS
Kiersten Hiltz
halifaxNS@tetrasociety.org

St. John’s, NL
Dr. Leonard Lye
StJohnsNL@Tetrasociety.org

Los Angeles, CA
Dr. Sam Landsberger
slandsb@exchange.calstatela.edu

Salt Lake City, UT
Kent Remund 
kremund@gmail.com

Columbus, OH
Russ Weir
weir.russ.linda@att.net

TETRA CHAPTERS

Tetra is a registered charity that enables 
people with disabilities to overcome 
barriers in the physical landscape. 
We recruit technically skilled and 
compassionate volunteers who work one-
on-one with individuals requiring custom 
engineering solutions. The completed 
gizmos empower people with disabilities 
to live independent and active lives. 

INDEPENDENCE, 
FREEDOM & ACCESS

• Affinity Credit Union
• Alice and Murray Maitland Foundation
• Brampton and Caledon Community Foundation
• Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation
• Charles H. Ivey Foundation
• Community Foundation of Kingston and Area
• Community Foundation of the North Okanagan
• Davies Charitable Foundation
• Employment and Social Development Canada
• Engineers and Geoscientists BC
• Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch (Prov-

ince of British Columbia) 
• Hamilton Community Foundation
• Harold E. Ballard Foundation
• Harry P. Ward Foundation
• Innovation, Science and Economic Development 

Canada
• Jack and Barbara Hay Foundation
• Knights of Columbus - Alberta
• London Community Foundation
• Ottawa Community Foundation
• Pilkington-Henniger Charitable Trust
• Region of Peel
• Sew-gether
• Shoppers Drug Mart
• SX Family Fund
• The Blennerhassett Family Foundation
• The Community Foundation of Mississauga
• The Georgina Foundation
• The Guelph Community Foundation
• The Marion Ethel Kamm and Frederick John 

Kamm Foundation
• Toronto Community Foundation
• Winnipeg Foundation

Prairie Provinces 
Coordinator
Nichole Yamchuk  
Nyamchuk@tetrasociety.org
587-710-6473 
 

Eastern Region 
Coordinator
Sylvia Baliko
SBaliko@Tetrasociety.org
289-208-2315

Atlantic Region 
Coordinator
Andrew Jantzen
ajantzen@tetrasociety.org
902-401-3564  

TETRA Thanks!

National & Pacific Region Coordinator
Eric Molendyk  
eric@tetrasociety.org
236-513-6453 
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Dedicated to assisting people with disabilities to achieve an independent and fulfilling 
life, one assistive device at a time

Charity #14043 5108 RR0001


